
Perennial Plants with Fragrant Flowers and/or Foliage
Fragrance can add so much to the gardening experience.  This list is not all inclusive but should provide a good 

selection to choose from.  In addition to what’s listed, some ferns and other grasses have fragrant foliage.
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Common Name Genus fragrant Common Name Genus fragrant

perennial plants with fragrant flowers perennial plants with fragrant flowers

baneberry, bugbane, snakeroot Actaea flowers coneflower Echinacea flowers

bottlebrush buckeye Aesculus parviflora flowers Joe Pye weed Eupatorium flowers

indigo bush Amorpha fruticosa flowers queen-of-the-prairie Filipendula flowers

snowdrop anemone Anemone sylvestris flowers witch-alder Fothergilla flowers

chokeberry Aronia flowers bottle gentian Gentiana flowers

milkweed Asclepias flowers witchhazel Hamamelis flowers

astilbe, false spirea, false goat’s beard Astilbe flowers daylily Hemerocallis of some varieties

butterfly bush Buddleia flowers coral bells Heuchera of some varieties

boxwood Buxus flowers hosta, plantain lily Hosta of some varieties

bell flower, harebell Campanula of some varieties inkberry Ilex glabra flowers

blue mist shrub Caryopteris flowers iris Iris flowers

buttonbush Cephalanthus flowers sweetspire Itea flowers

clematis Clematis of some varieties gayfeather, blazing star Liatris flowers

summersweet Clethra flowers lily Lilium flowers

lily-of-the-valley Convallaria flowers spicebush Lindera flowers

pagoda dogwood Cornus alternifolia flowers cardinal flower Lobelia flowers

larkspur (perennial) Delphinium flowers honeysuckle vine Lonicera flowers

pinks Dianthus flowers magnolia Magnolia flowers
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Common Name Genus fragrant Common Name Genus fragrant

perennial plants with fragrant flowers (continued) perennial plants with fragrant flowers and foliage

northern bayberry Myrica flowers calamint Calamintha flowers & foliage

evening primrose Oenothera flowers sweet woodruf Galium odoratum flowers & foliage

spurge Pachysandra flowers sweet grass Hierochloe odorata flowers & foliage

peony Paeonia flowers lavender Lavandula flowers & foliage

mock orange Philadelphus flowers daisy Leucanthemum flowers & foliage

phlox Phlox flowers mint Mentha flowers & foliage

Jacob’s ladder Polemonium flowers crosswart (! skunk odor !) Phuopsis stylosa flowers & foliage

Solomon’s seal Polygonatum flowers thyme Thymus flowers & foliage

cherry and plum Prunus flowers perennial plants with fragrant foliage

aromatic sumack Phus aromatica flowers yarroww Achillea foliage

rose Rosa flowers sweet flag Acorus foliage

black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia of some varieties hyssop Agastache foliage

elderberry Sambucus flowers onion Allium foliage

spirea Spiraea of some varieties varies by species: wormwood, tarragon,+ Artemisia foliage

prairie dropseed (grass) Sporobolus inflorescence geranium Geranium, Pelargonium of some varieties

lilac Syringa flowers bee balm Monarda foliage

viburnum Viburnum flowers catmint Nepeta foliage

wisteria Wisteria flowers salvia Salvia foliage


